QUICK CHART: ORGANIC VS. CHEMICAL
CONTROL COMPARISON FOR

ASPARAGUS BEETLES

Feature / Aspect
Examples of Products

Targeted Pest Stages
Impact on Beneficial Insects
Speed of Effectiveness
Residual Activity
Environmental Safety
Pre-Harvest Interval (PHI)
Regulatory Compliance
Ease of Use

Cost

Resistance Risk

Bottom Line;

« Choose Organic when prioritizing long-term sustainability, soil and pollinator health,

Organic Control

Neem oil, Spinosad (OMRI),
Insecticidal soap, Diatomaceous
Earth

Mostly larvae and adults; some egg
disruption

Low to moderate (if used carefully
and at the right time)

Moderate — may take repeated
applications

Short-lived (usually a few days);
requires frequent reapplication

High — minimal runoff or soil impact

Short (0-1 days for most products
like Spinosad)

Approved for organic gardening
(OMRI-listed)

Generally safe and easy with
minimal PPE required

Moderate to high per application,
but environmentally sustainable

Low (especially if rotated and
integrated)

and minimal chemical exposure.
« Use Chemical Control only when pest pressure exceeds thresholds and organic

options have failed—apply selectively and responsibly.

Chemical Control

Carbaryl (Sevin), Permethrin,
Malathion, Pyrethroids

Broad-spectrum - adults, larvae,
and some egg impact

High — may kill pollinators and
natural predators

Fast - typically within hours to a
day

Long-lasting (7-14 days), depending
on product

Variable - some can persist in soil
or affect aquatic life

Medium to long (3-14 days
depending on the chemical)

Must follow EPA label restrictions;
not organic-approved

Requires strict PPE use, label
compliance, and often buffer zones

Low per application, but potential
long-term ecosystem cost

Higher — overuse may lead to
resistance



